





It is one of the most beloved sto-
ries of Jesus. Endlessly told by preach-
ers and trusted by parents; it gives
hope that those who left God can be
welcomed back to God. Its theme is
magnified by the fact that it is the
third of three stories, all intended to
remind the listener that God is ready
to receive—whether they left by con-
fusion, carelessness or choice —those
who want to come back. Which illus-
tration is it? The parable of the Lost
Son.

The account, recorded by Doctor
Luke in chapter 15 of his letter to
Theophilus, is simple enough thatitis
retold to the youngest Sunday School
class and easily grasped by every stu-
dent who listens. Yet, sometimes fa-
miliarity brings indifference. Notice
it again with three emphases.

The Unbelievable Griponthe Son.
The younger son is obviously loved
and well provided for by the father.
He has been told and by experience
proved that he can ask his father for
anything without fear of mockery or
punishment. Rather, his wishes are
received with serious contemplation.
So the son asks for his inheritance
early. He does not want to wait for the
day of his father’s death to receive
what his father has gained in life, but
wants the benefit of his father’s labor
while he is young enough to go into
the world and enjoy it.

Why would the son ask for it
early? If the father was willing to give
his son hisinheritance before his death,
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then surely he provided well for his
needs while alive. What was so allur-
ing that it drove the boy to look be-
yond the welfare of his father? What
had he seen, or heard, or dreamed that
was so powerful that its vision was
greater than the father’s love?

This is an unbelievable grip on
the son making him eager to leave.
How could a son so well cared for by
a father be so zealous to run away?
Yet it happens again and again. Chil-
dren who have more than they need,
steal something from a store. Teenag-
ers living in comfortable homes, ea-
gertomoveaway. Adults surrounded
by the marks of success, dreaming of
starting life over. Yet life that does
not find its satisfaction in God is al-
ways searching for something more.

The Unbelievable Grime of Sin.
The father agrees to the son’s request
and the son is soon off to the far
country and a life of wasteful spend-
ing. We know the story well, he ex-
hausts his funds and discovers him-
self friendless. The hunger pains crush
his pride and he is willing to accept
any job so that he may eat. The only
thing available is the task of feeding
pigs. Here his fall is highlighted by
his temptation to eat with the pigs he
is hired to feed.

Sin does not congratulate people
for leaving God! It does not reward.
Rather it punishes by making offers it
will never fulfill and painting pic-
tures that will never be possessed.
And all the time it entices with the

unattainable it abuses and degrades
its subjects.

The Unbelievable Grace of the
Savior. Eventually the young man
cameto his senses. Surrounded by the
sight, sounds and smell of the swine
he suddenly realized that the newest
employee of his father lived better
than he. Knowing he is not worthy, he
nevertheless determines to return
home—but as a servant, not a son. So
he begins the journey not knowing if
his father will accept him even as a
slave.

But Father has been waiting and
watching. This is the unbelievable
grace of the father. After the son has
taken what the father earned, left
home, wasted it and fallen in the pit of
sin; Father is still eager to receive the
son home. How far does the grace
extend? Father meets the young man
on the road before others can see his
condition, wraps him in his arms,
ignores his plea to become a son but
rather sends a servant to the home to
return with the shoes, coat and ring
that restores him to his place as a son.
What grace! Unbelievable grace!

This grace is not extended for us
toabuse, buttocall us home. We must
getthe word outtoourdeparted friends
now that they have a place at home —
and a warm welcome!

Add it up. The unbelievable grip
on humanity, the unbelievable grime
of sinis all overcome by the unbeliev-
able grace of God. It adds up to an
unbelievable God that we know.
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Dear Fellow Followers of Christ,

Greetings in the wonderful name of our great God, Jesus!

Twenty years ago in August I was busy packing and planning for my first year as a student
at Texas Bible College. I remember my feelings—excitement mixed with uncertainty! I didn’t
know what lay ahead or what God had planned for my life; but I was willing to go wherever God
wanted and do whatever God directed. 1 have tried to remain obedient to God’s direction
during my twenty years of ministry—almost half of that spent among you in our progressive
Kentucky District.

Now, I find myself packing and planning again. While we were in Texas for the tenth church
anniversary of Sister Anderson’s father, we unexpectedly received a telephone call from Texas
Bible College. Brother J.R. Ensey, college president, asked if we could meet with him while in
Texas. We arranged a time to meet where he explained they had a faculty couple leaving and
needed someone to quickly fill the gap. They asked if Sister Anderson and I would be
interested. We felt good about this door the Lord was opening and made it a matter of prayer.
The Texas Bible College Board of Directors met the next week and Brother Ensey called us to
offer us the open position. We have agreed to go and must leave the Kentucky District.

I called Brother Vittitow after meeting with Brother Ensey and spoke to him again after
accepting this call. We informed the District Board and Burkesville church on August 18. We
are needed in Houston for orientation and classes before August 31.

My resignation as district secretary will be effective upon the appointment of my successor
by the District Board. Until then all district mail should be sent to Brother Vittitow. Sister
Anderson resigned as editor with the completion of the September issue of the Kentucky
District News. We will do our best to work for a smooth transition with whomever is selected
and, of course, will be available to help our replacements assume their new duties.

It has been my great privilege to serve as the district secretary for over five years and in
some district office capacity for over seven years. I wish time and travel allowed us to visit with
you again before our departure, but we look forward to seeing you at conferences in the future.
Above all the lessons gained and memories we will cherish, I count your friendship the dearest.

Always yours for a progressive Kentucky,

H. Michael Ariderson
District Secretary and Treasurer
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