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Junior Bible Quiz

The Sunday School Department
honored the Junior Bible Quiz
Champions on Saturday, June 12th.
Receiving a trophy and individual
medals of achievement were An-
gela and Holly Anderson, members
of the Burkesville United Pentecos-

tal Church. Brother Dan Stratton,
Sunday School Dircctor, and
Brother Raymond Clark, Sunday
School Sccretary, spoke to the
quizzers about the rewards of Bible
quizzing before presenting the
awards.

hampions

Congratulations 1o these (wo
girls who have studied Acts 15
through 28 during the year. Our
prayers of support are with them as
they go to the National Junior Bible
Quiz Tournament in August,



The official monthiy publication of the Kentucky District
of the United Penlecostal Church International with head-
quarters in Hazelwouod, Missouri. All malerials for pub- |
lication must be mailed to the editor by the fifth of the
preceeding month. Manuscripts and gqueries are invited.
Manuseripts sent witheut a self-addressed, postage-paid
envelope cannot be returned, Any pictuses should be
labeled on a separate paper and atlached lo the back of the
pictures.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Thirty-five cents a copy (83.75 per year) or in rolls of ten or
more, thirty cents a copy. Send all subscription informa-
tion and change of address to the editor.

EINTOR : Marie Anderson
4437 Smith (-rme Rd., Burkesville, KY 42717

- DISTRICT OFFICIALS
' Districl Superintendent....., <G L Vittitow
7?02 Manslick Rd ,oum;l o, KY 40214

| Secrelary / Treasures... {galkzii 11. Michael Anderson
9832 Smith (;rov_ {d Burkcau]le KY 42717

PRESBY‘I’ERS

U- 5eglmn AL el ) ...Lonis Edday, ].r.

© RL3Box 524 Emmence, KY 40()19
N - ‘icc‘tmn

EEREILS: James Gublelt
Rﬂule 4, Box 173, Gra mysm\, KY 41143
1- ‘pechen : ; Ron Hendricks

219 Buck lracc, Madisonville, KY 42431
I - Section ~«bavid Aldridge
10001 mmin ) ethmwn, KY 47701
E- ::-Ectlon 3 )
11 ]6 }‘s_rr\n |lle Rd., T)auv:llc, KY 40422
I - section..... 12
P Bm 2’?), Last Bernstads, K‘r 40729

. DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Home Missions Director.....
P. 0. Box 848, Paris, KY 40361
Home Missions Secrelary. ... Ronald Knox
{H09 B Butler Sln,cl Carrolliton, KY 41008

Sunday School Director ... Dan Sleation
1609 Sharon Rd., Bowling Green, KY 42101

Sunday School Secretary.... Raymond Clark

4607 O1d Lebanon Rd,, Campbellsville, KY 42718

Conquerors President .. Ron Tiller
312 Port William Lﬁne La:mllton K\ 4L00*¢

COnUETOrs SECretary.. v i s, Scott Marshall
328 Moreland Ave,, Harrodsburg, KY 40330

Poragn Missions Directar . J. Andy Carpenter

P, (. Box 829, Madisonville, KY 4?431
Harvestimed Director.., . Akers
591 Industrial Prky., ihw m ‘;prangq K‘; }24{)8
Ladies” Auxiliary President... s Joyee Vittitow
7702 Manslick Rd., i ousville, K\ 41214
Ladies' Auxibiary Secretary. oo Nancy Edday
Rt 3 Box 524, Eminence, KY 400149

Daniel Long.

€993, Kentucky [istrict UPC

DONFERENC

Occodber 7 - 12

Lowmswitte, kcn‘cuckg

Ic 18 suggesced that every church

Raobert Tson |

s Roberl Fox |

“Chank you pastors and
churches for your
Mothers ‘Memorial Offering
Joyee Uittitow, President

Wancy edtfay, Sarelary
Section Leaders

e e —————

Kentucky Districr News * Page Two * July 1993




Lam printing an arlicle this month
by Rev. R. |2, Whalen, District Superin-
tendent of Oklahoma. His practical
warning and call jor watchfulness is
needed among our sign-seeker gen-
eration. Thiy article first appeared in
The Oklahoma District Beacon

The blatant c¢laims of Vernon
Howell, who changed his name to David
Koresh, that he was the “Son of God™
decerved only a small group ol people
who. most of the world teels, were
mentally and spirttually deranged.
While nothing good came Irom the
Waco, Texas, episode, the cost Lo
American taxpayers and the senscless
loss ol lives have left a tremendous
tmpact on our nalion

There will Jong be questions in our
minds about the government agencies’
involvements and actions that surround
this case. The President of the United
States has promised the nation that a
full-scale investigation into all that was
done will be made 1n order to learn
from our mistakes (if there were any)
and to prepare ourselves to handle simi-
lar conlrontations in the luture with
more professional diplomacy.

To my knowledge, no oneness Pen-
tecostal believers were fooled or en-
snared by Vernon Howell. However,
there js the possibility we could be
decerved by a more suble spirtt in our
age that has great appeal to our rch-
gious nature. We are wamned by Paul’s
writings in 1 Corinthians 10:12,
“Wherefore Tet him that thinketh he
standeth take beed lest he fall”

Deception is the number one en-

“I Am Christ”
Pastor G. L. Vittitow

District Superintendent
Louisville, Kentucky

emy of the church 1 the last days.
When the disciples asked Jesus about
the signs of 1lis coming and of the cnd
of the world, His answer was, “Take
hecd that no man deceive you. For
many shall come in my name, saying,
[ am Christ, and shall deceive many™
(Matthew 24:4+-5). Tarst of all, notice
the word MANY | not a [ew shall come
or not a few shall be decerved, but
MANY shall come, and MANY shall
he deceived.

Two things we must be aware ol
{1) The deceiver will come “in my
name” — that means he is a Jesus’
name man. Not just a preacher, but a
Jesus™ name preacher. (2) He will say,
“T am Christ.” This statement has noth-
ing o do with a claim such as Vernon
IHowell made, that he was the Son of
God. Such a ¢laim would turn of all of
us, and no Jesus® name people would
ever lall for such nonsense. The word
Christ comes from the Greek word
Christos and its primeroot is Chrio,
which means to consecrate to an oflice
or religious service, to anoint. The word
Christos means anointed. Jesus was
warning His disciples that many Jesus’
name people will say I am anointed and
will deceive many.

In all probability, your fhirst re-
sponse o the above statement is, “Tlow
could that ever happen?” When [ was a
teen-age boy preparing for the minis-
try, a group of Jesus’ name people
proclaimed God had more for us than
what we possessed. These were super-
spiritual men who claimed power to
give the nine spiritual @fts 1o those on
whom they laid their hands. Some of
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them were supposed to be “prophets,”
just like Elijsh and Clisha. They twisted
the senptures relating Lo the nine spiri-
tual gifts and came up with a “gilt of
healing” instcad of gifts of healing.
claimuing that individuals could receive
a special gift so that cveryone they
prayed for would be healed. The gifts
ol healing in | Corinthians 12 refer 1o
healtngs that the Holy Spirit gives o
sick people m the church and has noth-
ing to do with ¢levating someone Lo a
position of Icaler. This same group
changed the disceming of spirits to the
discerning ol physical sicknesses and
would call people out 1o come forward
and receive dehverance for everything
from a simplc headache to malignan-
cies. Instead of the gift of prophecy
being the Holy Spirit-anointing on our
testimonies to the church and to the
world, or the anotnting of God on our
talents and minstries (see [ Chronicles
25:1; Acts 2:17; Revelation 19:5),
which everybody in the church is sup-
posed to possess (according to Acts
2:17 and I Corninthians 14:3), they rel-
cgated this 1o a few super-spiritual -
dividuals who were like the Old Testa-
ment prophets. which is a complete
contradiction of the words ol Jesus in
Luke 16:16. If that type of ministry 1s
{or us loday, then so 1s circumeision of
the flesh, fcast days, Sabbath days,
clean and unclean meats, and every -
thing clse included under the Taw.
Those involved in this so-called
move of God called themselves the
Latter Rain movement, and MANY
were deceived by them. There were
Continued on the next page



“I Am Christ”

Continued from page 3

many people and quite a few churches,
even a couple of our Bible schools, that
left us over these issues. The majority
of those who followed these tedchings
lost their holiness and doctrine stan-
dards which we sull hold dear today.
It would be great to be able 1o tell
you that such erroncous practices no
longer exist among us at this time, but
that is not the case. The simplicity of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not enough
for some people. They are running al-
ter the spectacular while ignoring the
old paths where is the good way, for-
saking the fountain of living water to
hew out cisterns, broken cisterns that
can hold no water. Over the year some
of these false doctrines have crept in

’-------------------------------------

Ja

figes 8-13

Evangelist:

among us, and we have not opposed
them for fear of being misunderstood
If we were resisting dead, dry, formal
religion, based on the wisdom of men
that appealed to the carnal nature of
humanity, all the Jesus® name move-
ment would back us up. But when you
lake an open stand against Jesus” name
people that say, ] am anointed
(Chnist),” you immediately become
branded as not believing in revival, not
believing in “the move ol God,” and
being full of doubt and unbelief.

Our only protection from spiritual
deception is to stand on the Word. The
Apostle Paul spoke of those “whosc
coming is after the working of Satan
with all power of signs and lying won-

ders, and with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of
the truth, that they might be saved. And
for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should be-
lieve a lie” (11 Thessalonians 2:9-11).
Peter warns of “unleamned and unstable”™
men who wrest the scriptures “unto
their own destruction™ (11 Peter 3:16).

Dangers to the church will never
come through some televangelist or
cult leader whose twisted concept of
prophecy will lead us to Guyana or
Waco, Texas. No, the [irst warning of
Jesus to the endlime generation is,
“Take heed that no man deceive you,
For MANY shall come in my name,
saving, [ am Christ, and shall deceive
MANY.”

b

ﬁior Cﬁm
Jaly 5-9

Rev. Russell Hamby
Rector, Arkansas

Pre-Registration - $50.00; Registration at Camp - $55.00
No campers allowed on campgrounds prior to registration.
All campers required to leave following the Friday evening service.

Senior Camp
July 19 - 23

figes 13 - single

Evangelist:
Rev. Brian Kinsey
Tioga, Louisiana

--------------,

The United Pentecostal Church does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethriic origin, sex, age, handicap or marital status in our admissions’
\--------'----------------------------
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A Tribute to Rev. George Russell, Sr.
Rev. Terry Gillum - Wurtland, Kentucky

Greorge Lemuel Russell, St wasa
third generation onc-God, aposlolic,
pentecostal preacher who lived to sce
his fourth, fifth and sixth generation
serve (God too.

John the Bapiist was introduced
as, "a man scnl lrom God,” (John 1:6),
There are good men — then there are
“men of God.” Brother Russell was
indeed a man of God. All who knew
this man, knew he was made of steel,
cast in bronze and with a heart ol gold.
When I was a small boy his black hair
that turned gray and carned him the
ttle among the church as the Elder.

Lifc 1s short at its longest Fach
passing day draws us nearer (o clemily,
Whale time stops [or no one, the see-
onds are rapidly cbhing away. Man
must prepare [or his eternal home - and
prepare, the Lilder did! He has crossed
many badges, weathered many slorms,
fought many battles, shed mauy tears
and pul his all — body, soul and spirit
— iuto the work of God,

His perseverance started at age 21
Now, 45 years later, he died serving
God. Only cternity will reveal the ac-
lual number of people his lifc has
touched. But he's not dead, only asleep
— a peaccful sleep, awaiting the soon
coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

I still remember how he would
pack himsell, his wile and his 12 chil-
drcn into his station wagon Lthen pick
up yel more people for church. l'ording
creeks whose walers were up because
ol heavy rains his headlights would
burst as he slowly moved across.

lle was a man of the Word. In
almost every sermon he expound the
truth concerning One God and the rev-
elation of being baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. He taught the Bible, the
only book 10 live and die by. I had the
pnvilege of sitting under his ministry

as he pastored. e was unscllish with
the pulpit - allowing and cncouraging
young ministers, such as [, to reccive
their start in the ministey and to [ulfill
their calling. 1 gleaned through his min-
istry blessings, counscl, instruction,
correction and a strong holiness wach-
ing. 1 vowed [ would never stop preach-
ing this One God message, Jesus name
baplism and holiness living as long as
I live Itis a debt I owe 1o now another
{orelather and past generation - and
this, my gencration, (o my children and
their children.

It was sometime around 7:(() am,
April 28th, when a request nshered
[rom the throne room of God. An angel
turns and heads canhward — toward a
small town in Wurtland, Kentucky,
Siowly walking down the winding road,
up the gravel driveway, and through
the door of the house on the hill, he
proceeds cautiously down the hall, and
comcs Lo the doorway of the Elder on
the lefl. Secing the blood applicd on an
ancicnt gray haired warrior, the angel
silently moves toward his bedside, gen-
tly places one arm under his neck, and
the other under his thigh, while whis-
pering in angelic tones, “Come Elder.
It’s time [or you to come home. Your
[ather has given you this time on carth,
and now He is calling for yon. You
have shed your last lear, endured your
last ounce of pain, and struggled for
your last breath. It is Limce for you to
come home to the embrace of your
Father.”

They say there’s going to be 30
minutes of silence in hcaven, and |
guess it will take it. A 30 minule tribule
to every battle scarred soldier, and to
cvery weary pilgrim who has fought
the good light of faith.

And now, a new hcro has been
inducted into Heaven’s Hall of Fame.
To describe with words this man’s life,
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my words are but a (utife atlempt. But
heaven’s cpilaph must read something
like this:

George [emuel Russell (The Lil-
der).

A mighty warnor; onc who re-
[used (o ponder at the pool of popular-
ity or meander the maze of mediocrity;
relused Lo linch in the (ace of adves-
sity; a Veteran of many years, suller-
ing aflliction and enduring pain - vet
withoul complaining or retreating,

God’s trophy - an unblcmished
jewel polished by the trials of Life, and
now on display in hcaven’s showcase.

Decath - it seems so [inal and coid,
but in reality, he just started liviag!
And on the moming ol that greal coro-
nation day, as thc masscs from cvery
nation will be standiug 1n linc to re-
ceive their reward, somewhere in that
vast mulltitude, the Llder will be stand-
ing tall with a smile upon his face.

Among the ranks of the laithiul,
the Elder will not fecl out of place.
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah, 1Janicl,
Job, Hijah, Peter, James, John, George
Russell.

We will long remember this day. A
day in which the Elder was (aken [tom
us in body, bul not in spirit. Trans-
ported by a heavenly host into
Abraham’s bosom, awaiting the day iu
which he will look on the lace ol his
Savior. Whilc removing a crown that
was placed upon his head, and casting
it at the fect of Jesus, begins singing
“I'm in love with Jesus and He's in
love with me; I've a picture of King
Jesus I'd like for you to see. Ie's the
healer of all discases, He's the master
of the sca - I'm in love with Jesus and
He’s in love with me. 1 have cast my
crown before, I am dancing on glassy
scas - ves, ['m in love with Jesus and
He’s in love with me.” -



GREATER LIGHTHOUSE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Madisonville, “Kentucky

CAMP MEETING 93

"Simply “Decause e Lives!
August 2nd through 6th

EVENING SERVICES 7:00 p.m.
Rev. Lee Stoneking, Evangelist; Schenectady, New York

SPECIAL SINGING NIGHTLY

Children’'s Church available during

the day sessions for ages 2-10
Nursery services available for night
services (Newborn - 3 years)

DAY SESSIONS 11:00 - 12:30 (Tuesday - Friday)
Rev. E. L. and Nona Freeman; Minden, Louisiana

Accommodations:

(Plan ahead and request "Camp Meeting Rates"')
Days Inn - 502/821-8620; $38.00 (1-4 occupants)
Red Cardinal Inn- 502/821-0009; $30.00 - double {1-4 occupants)
Big Springs Inn - 502/821-8700; $27.95 - double (1-4 occupants)
Econo Lodge - 502/821-0364; $38.43 - double {1-4 occupants)
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Greater Lighthouse Pentecostal Church, 2860 N. Main, Madisonville, KY 42431
Telephones: (502) 821-3924 - (502) 821-8459
Pastor; Rev. Ron Hendricks and Associate Pastor: Rev. Bobby Alvey pr 2
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When we ask the Lord to use us,
our minds run through a gauntlet of
greal miracles and wondcrs. Signs aud
prophecies rank high on our agenda of
uselul acts. Misunderstanding con-
vinces us that a mighty surge of power
or a great unction is required to be used.
This 18 not necessarily true.

The Lord also needs people will-
ing to do the sinple things. Being will-
ing to be placed in the right place at the
right time 15 important to ITim. Not
always does 11e speak Ilis desire. Somc-
times Lic uscs the simple, daily, natural
things of life as His tools 1o gel us
where He wants us and to do the simple
jobs that can be so vital to His work.

1 remember . .

Before song service was hallway
over my lwo loddlers were aslecp on
the carpet. The baby rested peacefully
in his infant seat. 1 was all set to thor-
onghly enjoy the service.

As soon as the minister stood to
read his text my baby began to fuss and
cry. Qnuickly [ checked out everything
[ thought might be wrong, Nothing was
sticking him, no {cvcr, the diaper was
dry, nor did he want a bottle. I took him
oul io the nursery and checked every-
thing again.

Ile scemed [ine and quict o [ re-
turned to my scat. No sooner did [ sit
down and he staried crying. Again 1
checked everything and found nothing
wrong. Because he continued [ went to
the nursery once morc to see if I could
locate the problem.

For a second time just outside the
sancluary doors he quieled down. Since
he was only a couple of months old [
could not consider his behavior as a
ploy to get out of service, yct some-
thing seemed to be bothering him. He
was a very good baby in church and
had nol previously caused problems.

Used Simply

Llynn Enmen
Lexington, Kentucky

Embarrassed at making two trips out of
service I returned to my seat.

Hardly had I sat down when he
startcd again. (One more time | walked
out of the sanctuary and one more lime
he quieted.

In no way was I going to disrupt
thosc sitting around me again by walk-
ing out and in, so [ decided to sil along
the very back wall where the ushers
sat. Throughout the remaindcr of the
service, however, my baby never made
a peep!

Sitting next to me was the usher's
wilc, Lsther. [n the back row I noticed
a couple [ had talked to aboul coming
back to church. The girl, Kathy, was a
backslider and her husband had never
received the Holy Ghost. They held
their new born baby.

As cveryone stood [or Lhe altar call
the Lord suddenly spoke to me and
said, “Give your baby Lo Esther and
take Kathy's baby.”

“Lord,” I argued, “Esther will think
I'm crazy. Have Esther go get Kathy's
baby.”

A
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Indiana Convention Center
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Indianapolis, Indiana
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“Nol Give your baby 10 Esther and
go get Kathy’s baby,” came His rcply.

Handing my baby to Lsther I
walked bchind Kathy. I noticed con-
viction was great and her lace reflected
the longing in her heart to pray. I asked
Kathy (o let mc hold her baby so she
could go and pray, for the T.ord was
calling 1o her.

Without a word Kathy handed her
baby to me. Taking her husband’s hand
they walked to the altar and both re-
ceived the baplism of the Holy Ghost
that night!

Kathy’s mother, who also attended
that church, had been sitting in the
front that night. She came later 1o me,
“Y ou know, it had 1o be the Lord you
werc sitting back there,” she said.

Curniously I asked wby. My actions
were nothing great, in fact, anyonc
could have been there.

“No, because Kathy is so over pro-
tective of that baby, there arc only two
people in this church she would trust to
leave thal newborn with. Onc is me and
the other is you.”

b:

'.’

A
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Leave the Light On!

Pastor David Fauss
Editor, Texas Apostolic Sentinel

Thomas Lidison left his world a
brighter place by inventing the carbon-
{ilament light bulh. In 1879 no other
inventor had devised a light that could
be produced commercially with any
success. What a difference his contri-
bution has made. No other invention
has cllceted our lives, no doubt, as
much as this onc. With half our 24-
hour day hlanketed with darkness, Lhe
light hulh has changed our world.

I have noted in the planning of
construction, both commercial and resi-
dential, thal provisions arc always made
for lights, both inside and out. I.very
home, I have noticed, somewhere very
close W the [ront and rear entrances arce
lights. Certainly this is a nccessity.
lTowever, my heel is that not cnough
thought has gone inlo this desigu flaw.
My present home and all previous ones
have the light so close (o the door that
on a summer night it is impuossible to
come and go withoul filling the house
with bugs and mosquitoes of all sizes
and desenptions. Some of my bedtime
memorics of childhood include my fa-
ther gomg through the house killing the
bugs with an old pump bug spraycr.
That smell rekindles my memory even
now.

What a boon the light bulb has
been 1o hugs! Before Edisou (hey must
have had nothing o do all night but fly
around hittug things in the dark. Now
they have a place to go. It has perhaps
hroken the monolony of their other-
wise dark and horjug uights.

John wrote ol Jesns Christ and
said, “In him was hife; and the hife was
the light of men. And the light shincth
in darkness; and the darkness compre-
hended 1t not”™ (John 1:4-3). Paul said
that we were “called oul ol darkness
into his marvelous light.” The message
of Jesus is the light of the world.

[Marry Ironside, while wriling aboul
the church, once said, “Wherc there’s
light, there’s bugs.” It is only logical
thal whal is true in our [ront yard is also
true in the church. Not everyone that
gathers at church is there [or the same
rcason.

1 have been 1old before, ““There are
too many hypocrites al church.”™ One
man asked me, “Where are all the
sheep? All 1 keep meeling arc goats!™ 1
have an answer Lo these and similar
statements. 1 do not deny that there are
bugs, hypocrites and goats. For cvery
onc that is a hypocrite, I believe there
are fifty thal have the genuine cxperi-

ence with Gad.

Wheie clse could hypocrisy Lthrive
hut in the shadow of the genuine? Some
would turn off the light hecause ol a
few bugs. Others might feel because of
this there 1% no use Lo continne on Not
SO,

My preaching has attracted a tew
bugs through the years, When bugs are
around, it lets me know the light 1s on.
1 am ncither surprised nor hindered hy
thern. "The light on my front porch is not
there tor hugs; it is there o show some-
one the way to my door We should
always rcalize a few hugs are incvi-
lable.

John the Bapust had them. They
came in the crowd with no intention of
changing. Te called them “vipers.™
Jesus had them. They asked 11im ques-
tions to try 1lim 1le called them hypeo-
crites. Peler, 1Paul, Johu and Jamces all
had them. 11d it stop their progress?
Absolutely not.

Jesus said, “Ye are the light ol the
world.” We must not be bolhered hy a
[ew bugs that are attracted. And to the
sinner wandering in a world of dark-
ness, our attitude should be the same as
a [amous motel slogan that says, “We'll
lcave the light on for you!”

$3 .75/year

A gift to yourself lName_
A gift for a friend Address:

A gift bundle to your church l
(10 or more .30/month each, l
send payment for three months)

" Kentucky District News
Subscription

| Please enclose your payment with this order form.

Form

- Send lo Keniucky District Ne ws

—— ——— . — —— — — e . — e
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The Conqueror
is a magazine
produced for
young people
and is
available
through the
General
Youth
Division
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While the whole world is being
tossed and turned on a restless sea of
trouble and despair, a blessed assur-
ance remains in the heart of God’s
people. In the midst of a hopeless world,
there is an abiding hope in Jesus. Where
there 18 hope there is assurance. This
assurance lightens our load and makes
our pathway, though narrow and some-
umes rough, easier,

Many are the times [ sang this song
and thought aboul the author. [ under-
stand that Fanpy J. Crosby was blind.
When | pause over the words, T 1n my
Savior am happy and blest; watching
and waiting, looking above, filled with
His goodness, lost in His love,” 1 am
truly amazed.

It would seem the key words here
arc, “perfect submission, perfect de-
light.” It would appear the author found
that sublime place we often lack in our
walk with God. It we are Lo have “per-
fect delight” then 1 believe we must
have “perfect submission.”

How wonderful it is 10 have this
“Blessed Assurance” in Jesus Christ,
When we can be in “perfect submis-
ston”” with GGod and walk hand in hand
with 11im, then “all 1s at res.” We can
sing with a clear conscience, “T and my
Savior, am happy and blest, watching
and waiting, looking above, filled with
His Spirit, lost in His love ™ Unneces-
sary burdens keep us [rom bearing the
ones we ought to bear, the prayer-
burdens for which only the Spirit can
give 1o the soul. So long as we are
tugging at the Lord’s side of the yoke,
we are hindening the perfect teamwork
to which He invites us.

Blessed Assurance

Pastor Louis Edday, Jr.

Section U Presbyter
Eminence, Kentucky

What a “Blessed Assurance” it is
to come to the realization that we have
only our side of the yoke to bear, 1tis
our side of the yoke that is casy 1o bear
when we have perfectly submitted our
will to His. Tt 1s then when “visions of
rapture burst on our sight.”™ We have
only our hall of the bargain to keep. We
are the ones who may not be faithful,
but He is always faithful.

“"Delight thysell also in the LORIY;
and he shall give thee the desires of
thine heart™ (Psalms 37:4). There is no
use in sliding over the first part and
setting our affections on the second
part. “Perfect submission™ must come
first and then all else will be added.
Why should we have to worry night
and day over how God is going to keep
His part of the bargain? Qurs is to
“submit.” This done, we can go about
our other business safcly, assured that
God can be relied on. It 1s then that we
can hear the “whisperings and echoes
of mercy” coming 1o our cars from the
angels above. God promised He will
take our burdens and further commands:
“Come unto me, all [ye] that labour and
are heavy laden, apd 1 will give you
rest” (Matthew 11:28). Oh! How
blessed it is Lo set our eyes on the One
who is altogether lovely, our heart
aglow with the assurance of His mercy
and love. We just come to Him in
submission and He gives “rest.”

God has promised, “No good thing
will he withhold from them that walk
uprightly.” We can only expect the “no
good thing” if we walk upright and in
submission. “Submit yourselves there-
fore to God” (James 4:7). We wanl the
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Almighty God to keep His part of the
bargain but we would like to forget our
part.

We have only 0 love God and
keep 1his commandments, Then we can
have that, "Blessed Assurance that Jesus
is mine " It 15 then that we witness that
“foretaste of glory divine.™ Fiven when
our lives are full of many uncomflort-
able things, when we have struggles
and cares that at imes scem to weigh us
down, we can still be, “lilled with s
goodness, lost in His love.”

I really think L'anny Crosby must
have tound the sceret of “Blessed As-
surance” 1 that perfect submission.
l'or we note she said, “This is my ston,
this is my song, praising my Savior all
the day long.” To live in physical dark-
ness would indeed be gloomy but she
had found visions of rapture bursting
on her sight.

It would seem that we like Lve stll
wanl to be “as gods.” The human spirii
without the help of God is unconquer-
able. The prodigal son said, "Give me
the portion of goods that falleth to me.”
Korah said, "Ye¢ take too much upon
you, seeing all the congregation are
holy.”

[ too want Lo feel, I in my Savior
am happy and blest.” 1 belicve 1t 1s
going to take “Perfect Submission”
before “all is at rest.” I really want this
1o be my story oo, “Praising my Savior
all the day long.”

I believe we can have that "Blessed

Assurance.” ‘




CHURCH

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

ADDRESS
FASTEST GROWING SUNDAY SCHOOL CITY STATE ZIP
FOR  1992-1933 PASTOR . PHONE
COMPLETE AND MAIL BY SEPT. 10, 1993 CATEGORY (circle onc) A B C DE F G H

CATEGORY A - New Church, B - 0-40, C - 41-75, D - 76150,
E - 151-300, F - 301-500, G - 501-1000, H - 1001 - up

In the space below, indicate the Sunday School Attendance for the past two (2) years concluding with the last Sunday in August,
1987, (Sept. 1985 thru Aug, 1986 and Sept. 1986 thru Aug. 1987) Select the 50 highest Sundays of each year, then find the average
atlendance of those 50 weeks. Subtract the first years average from the second year to determine the growth increase over the
previous year. See sample form. Do not estimate. Use total attendance figure of both In-chureh and Extension Sunday Sehool. A
new church is one that has been in existence for one year, but less than two years,

1991-1992 SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR 1992-1993 SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR
FALL WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER SPRING SUMMER
SEPTEMBER DECEMBER MARCH JUNE SEPTEMBER DECEMBER MARCH JUNE
OCTOBER JANUARY APRIL JULY OCTDRER  JANUARY APRIL JULY
NOVEMBER  FEBRUARY MAY AUGUST NOVEMBER FEBRUARY MAY ALGUST

T

WEEKLY AVERAGE

WEEKLY AVERAGE

TOTAL FOR 1991-1992 TOTAL FOR 1992-1993

1992-1993 AYERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE

(=1 (subtract) 1991-1992 AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE

THIS FIGURE
DETERMINES YOUR

CATEGORY GROWTH FOR THE

1992-1993 AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE
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The Preacher’'s Kids

The thoughts written below are a message born out of one
mamma’s heart throb to a congregation whose husband and
children’s daddy is their preacher. You look to your preacher as
an Encourager, Counselor, Guidance Director and Friend; but
how do you view his children? Carefully and prayerfully
consider the thoughts written herein:

1. Each preacher’s child needs to feel loved and accepted
by the members of the congregation.

2. Note their birthdays - remember their famities. grand-
parents, aunts, etc. are generally too far away to help celebrate
their special day.

3. Take them under your wing — encourage them. Let
them feel you’'re glad they are part of the church. You see, they
can feel; “I"'m here because my daddy’s the preacher — not
because anyone cares if I'm here or not.” The preacher is
constantly saying to you and your family, “I'm so glad you’'re
here.” “Glad you’re a part of our youth group,” etc. Why not
consider voicing those sentiments to his children?

4. Don’t pick them apart seeing only their faults (Yes, they
have faults. perhaps many of them. Remember they are human
just like you). Try to praise their good qualities and encourage
them to continue. Take their faults to God in prayer.

5. Make sure you pray with them. You see, Daddy, the
preacher, prays for everyone. Oh! but if someone would pray
with his child.

6. Show interest in their daily lives, school. hobbies. tal-
ents, etc. Let them know you genuinely care about them as an
individual.

7. In your leisure time invite the children to something
special with you. For example, Brother, if you're going fishing
this day, why not call the preacher’s boy 1o go along? Sister, you
are just going shopping and get a soda. why not invite the young
lady at the parsonage to accompany you? Your kindness will
present an opportunity for you to talk and encourage them,
reinforcing what their preacher daddy has already said.

You see, they are not a miniature preacher, they are a SOUL
that must find God for themselves. Perhaps your concern and
love could one day be accredited to the salvation of one more
soul — Yes, even a preacher’s kid’s soul.

Reprinted from The Pentecostal Messenger.




